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Lidé zralokum nechutnaji

Co stoji v pozadi zraloCich utoku na turisty v egyptské Hurghadé

»Zralok malokdy
ukousnutou ¢ast
lidského téla skutecné
pozie. V 99,9 procenta
pripadu zralok
kousne, pozna sviij
omyl a odplave,*

rika portugalsky
morsky biolog Joao
Correia, zakladatel
mezinarodni
organizace na ochranu
zraloku Flying

Sharks. I pfesto muze
mit zralodi utok

pro clovéka fatalni
nasledky, jak se to
znovu ukazalo letos

v egyptském stredisku
Hurghada.

LUCIE TOMANOVA
spolupracovnice Tydeniku FORUM

Proc¢ presné k ttokaim v Hur-
ghadé doslo, neni zatim tpl-
né jasné. Podle dostup-
nych informaci obé napa-
dené zeny $norchlovaly
nedaleko od brehu, pribliz-
né 500 metrti od sebe. ,Zra-
lok, ktery zattocil na prv-

ni z Zen, mél priblizné dva
metry a obét pripravil o ruku
a nohu. Potencidlné nejne-
bezpecnéjsim druhem Zra-
loka v Rudém moti je Zralok
tygti,” vysvétluje RNDr. Jifi
Peterka, reditel Hydrobiolo-
gického ustavu Biologické-
ho centra AV CR. ,Tento Zra-
lok bézné Gtoci na morské
zelvy, pricemz délka kruny-
re karety obrovské, pomeér-
né hojného druhu v Rudém
mofri, Casto prekracuje jeden
metr, a tak velikosti i tva-
rem $norchlar siluetu Zelvy
dosti pfipomind. Nejzrani-
telnéjsi misto na morské zel-
veé jsou ploutve. Velikost zra-

FOTO: ADOBE SSTOCK

V Hurgadé utocil pravdépodobné Zralok tygfi.

loka kolem dvou metra by
ukazovala na nedospélého,

a nejspis tedy i nezkuseného
jedince zraloka tygtiho, ktery
si Snorchlarku spletl s mof-
skou zelvou a zautocil na jeji
,ploutve’. Ze neslo o ndhod-
ny utok, ale spiSe potrav-

né motivovany utok, ukazu-
je nejen ztrata koncetin, ale
i opakovani ttoku na druhou
$norchlarku.”

TFi riizné zraloéi
motivace

Podle Jifiho Peterky existu-
ji tfi razné motivace k Gtoku,
které muze Zralok mit. ,,Asi
nejcastéjsi motivaci je zvé-

davost. Zraloci jsou pomér-
né placha zvirata a neni
vibec jednoduché se s nimi
pod vodou potkat, byt si

asi vétsina lidi mysli pravy
opak. Nicméné pokud néco
zaujme jejich zvédavost,
tak jedind moznost, jak zjis-
tit co za predmeét, ¢i tvora se
zmita na hladiné, je pro Zra-
loka kousnout do néj. Zra-
loci maji chutové pohar-

ky, podobné jako tieba my,
pouze v Ustech, a tak jinak
nez kousnutim neodhali,

o co jde. Takova ochutnava-
ci kousnuti nebyvaji vede-
na s velkou razanci, nebot
nemaji za cil trhat kofist.”

Ochutnavaci kousnuti
zazil na vlastni kazi napfi-
klad vytvarnik a fotograf
Michael di Rasel, zndmy
téz pod prezdivkou Diwous,
ktery se obcas se zralo-
ky potapi. ,Hryzl mé, a pak
ztratil zdjem. Bylo z toho
12 steht, ale nemtizu to mit
tomu zralokovi za zlé. My
lidé lezeme na jejich tzemi
a je nds strasné moc. V drti-
vé vétsiné pripadu je nezaji-
mame, ale obcas holt k néja-
kému stfetu dojde.”

Druhym typem motivace
je obrana a zastraseni. ,Ute-
sovi zraloci rodu Carcharhi-
nus jsou teritoridlni a své

Zralok byé&i
patii mezi nej-

Zralok
mako
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teritorium si bréni. To, ze
potdpéc vstoupil do jejich
teritoria a Ze se jim to neli-
bi, davaji najevo zvlast-
nim postavenim téla, tako-
vym zkroucenim, jako-
by v kiec¢i. Pokud potépéc
neustoupi, nasleduje zastra-
$ujici kousnuti,” vysvétlu-
je hydrobiolog Jifi Peterka.
Pokud ¢lovék nezna Zralo-
(i fec téla a nechépe jasné
»vypadni odsud, tady je to
moje”, mlze se krdsny vylet
ke koradlovému dtesu osklivé
zvrhnout.

Tretim mozZnym motivem
je ziskani potravy. ,,Potrav-
né motivovany dtok byva

ale veden jinak. Cilem je
korist prekvapit ze zélo-

hy. Potravné motivovana
kousnuti jsou pak razant-
ni a vétSinou dosti niciva,
doprovazena pohybem hla-
vy do stran s cilem vytrh-
nout, ¢i utrhnout kus masa.”
Obé $norchlarky v Hurgha-
dé Zralok pravdépodobné
povazoval za kofist a zatto-
¢il ,naplno®.

Napadeného je
mozné zachranit
Zabéry zverejnéné v médi-
ich, které ukazuji pribéh
celého utoku, jsou Sokuji-
ci nikoli v tom, Ze Zralok
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POTVRZENE
NEVYPROVOKOVANE
UTOKY ZRALOKA
NA CLOVEKA OD
ROKU 1580 DO
SOUCASNOSTI

USA 1563
Australie 682
Jihoafricka republika 258
Brazilie 110

Novy Zéland 56, Papua-Nové Guinea 48,
Mexiko 41, Bahamy 33, Irén 23,

Japonsko 15, Recko 15, Indie 14,

Italie 13, Kuba 13, Hongkong 13,
Indonésie 11, Filipiny 11, Portoriko 11,
Kostarika 7, Kena 6, Kanarské ostrovy 7,
Spanélsko 6, Francie 5,

Malta 5, Chorvatsko 5, Seychely 4,

Sri Lanka 4, Thajsko 5, Velkd Britanie 3,
Tunisko 3, Dominikanska republika 3,
Maledivy 2, Izrael 2,

Finsko 1, Kypr 1

na Zenu zattoci, ale pro-
to, Ze vSichni jen prihlize-
ji a nikdo ji nepomdaze. ,,Ta
Zena moznd vibec zemfit
nemusela. Kdyz prisla

o ruku a nohu, musela jes-
té doplavat ke biehu, kde
nésledné zemrfela v dlsled-
ku Soku a vykrvaceni. Kdy-
by byl na konci mola ¢lun

s hlidkou, anebo alespon

k dispozici pro zachrance

z fad turisti, mohl ji nékdo
rychle vytahnout z vody

a vCas zastavit krvaceni. Je
zarazejici, ze hotely nejsou
na pripady tGtoku zraloka
nijak ptipraveny,” rik4 Jifi
Peterka.

[ kdyz totiz zralok Gto-
¢i vyloZené za tGcelem lovu,
vétsinou kofist nesezere
hned. Prvni Gtok ma poten-
cidlni korist hlavné oslabit,
aby nemohla rychle unik-
nout. Zralok si pak klidné
chvili pocka, az jeho obét
trochu vykrvaci a nebude se
moci urputné branit — kaz-

dy predator se radéji pri
lovu vyhne zranéni. A Zelvy,
tuleni nebo lachtani doka-
zou osklivé drapat a kousat.

V Rudém moti zZije témér
50 druha zralokd. Vétsina
z nich se zivi rybami a Clo-
vék je nijak zvlast nezajima.
Jen nékolik z nich mtze byt
teoreticky clovéku nebez-
pe¢nych: Zralok mako nebo
Zralok dlouhoploutvy zau-
toCit mohou, oba druhy
ale ziji na otevieném mori
a do mélkych vod se nepou-
$téji. Druhy nejvice nebez-
pecné ¢lovéku jsou zralok
bélavy neboli by¢i a jiz zmi-
novany zralok tygri. ,Jsou
to velké druhy Zralokd,
lovi v mélkych vodach a pri
jejich atocich také byva nej-
vice tmrti. Zraloci tygii
jsou velci a maji velmi pes-
try jidelnicek: Zerou kromé
ryb i Zelvy, delfiny, lachtany,
tulené. Obcas si proto silue-
tu ¢lovéka na surfu nebo
bodyboardu spletou se zel-
vou ¢i lachtanem a zakous-
nou se,” vysvétluje portu-
galsky morsky biolog Joao
Correia.

Pribyva tedy Gtoku zra-
loku na ¢lovéka? Jak se to
vezme. Nikdy v historii nas
nebylo tolik a nikdy v histo-
rii nebylo v mofich tolik lidi.
Lidi je témér osm miliard.
Kdyz védci zacali v sedmde-
satych letech monitorovat
utoky zralokd, Zilo na plane-
té o polovinu méné lidi nez
dnes. Vyznamnou roli hra-
ji také technologie a social-
ni média: Smartphone vam
umozni zralo¢i utok nato-
it a okamzité sdilet s celym
svétem. Jesté pred 20 lety
vétsinu Gtokl nikdo neza-
znamenal. Primérnd Cet-
nost Gtoka Zraloka na plav-
ce v Rudém mori je jeden
az dva pripady za dva roky.
Vyznamné zato roste pocet
turistd v Rudém mori, kon-
krétné na jeho egyptském
pobrezi. ,Rudomorska des-
tinace je aktudlné naprosto
bezkonkurenc¢ni v poméru
cena/vykon. Nikde nepofri-
dite levnéji tak teplé a zZivo-

tem prekypujici more se
stabilné teplym a na sraz-
ky chudym pocasim jako
zde, navic ve vzdéalenos-
ti pouhych ¢tyf hodin
letu z Evropy. Neni tedy
vice zralokd, je vice turis-
th a zvysuje se pravdépo-
dobnost setkani se zralo-
ky, a to pfes skutecnost,
Ze praveé zralo¢i populace
patri celosvetové aktudl-
né k tém nejvice klesaji-
cim, fiké hydrobiolog Jifi
Peterka.

Morsti biologové se
shoduji na tom, ze medial-
ni obraz Zralokt coby
zabijaku lidi je velmi
nespravedlivy. Ve skutec-
nosti jsou to velmi placha
stvoreni s citlivymi smy-
sly. Vnimaji predevsim
elektrické pole a maji dob-
ry Cich. Ve vodeé o vés zra-
lok vi dfive nez vy o ném,
a vétsinou rychle zmizi. Je
to ostatné obvykle zralok,
pro koho je setkani s clo-
vékem fatélni: Lidé zabi-
ji 100 milion zralokd roc-
né!

Bereme zraloktim
potravu nadmérnym rybo-
lovem, nechavame je umi-
rat v rybarskych sitich
a mnozi zraloci (naptiklad
pravé ohrozeny mako)
umiraji pomalou a krutou
smrti poté, co jim ryba-
fi ufezou ploutve (v Asii se
z nich vafi polévka) a hodi
je zivé zpét do more.

Zralok je pfitom diilezi-
ty vrcholovy predator, kte-
ry udrzuje rovnovahu
v oceanech. Je obdivuhod-
né rychly plavec, jeho télo
vyborné regeneruje a jeho
kize byla ndm lidem
inspiraci pro novy materi-
al na plavky Sharklet, kte-
1y snizuje odpor pri plava-
ni, a kromé toho je anti-
bakterilni. Navic Zraloci
byli na nasi planeté mezi
prvnimi, jesté davno pred
plazy, dinosaury a rybami.
A za celou dobu se moc
nezménili, protoze jsou
zjevneé tak dokonali, Ze
nemuseji. m

Zralok dlouhoploutvy

Zralokam jsme sahali na ¢cumaky

Motsky biolog

Joao Correiaje
zakladatelem
organizace Flying
Sharks, ktera dohlizi
na chov a transport
zraloku v oceanariich
a prosazuje zakony
na ochranu zraloku,
zejména silné
ohrozZenych druhi,
jako je Zralok mako.

LUCIE TOMANOVA
spolupracovnice Tydeniku FORUM

> Zazil jste nékdy utok
zraloka?

Utok ne. Mam na prsté kou-
sanec, ale to byla moje hlou-
post. Chytam Zraloky a pak
je poustim a uz mi proslo

za zivot rukama pres 500 Zra-
loki mnoha riiznych druhd.
Jednou jsem si pfi vyndavani
héacku ze Zraloci tlamy nevzal
rukavice, a bylo z toho devét
stehti na levé ruce. Byla to
uzite¢nd lekce, od té doby si
rukavice vzdy beru.

> S jakym druhem Zraloka
pracujete nejcastéji?
Nejcastéji se Zralokem mod-
rym. Odchytavali jsme je
nékolikrat pro oceanarium
v Lisabonu. Je slozité s nimi
pracovat, hlavné v akva-

riu, protoze kdyz jsou jesté
mali, sezere je cokoli vetsi-
ho, a kdyz jsou velci, tak zase
oni sezerou cokoli mensiho.
Pak jsem také casto praco-
val se Zraloky tygfimi — pre-
vazel jsem je z Jizni Afriky
do Lisabonu a pak do Mad-
ridu a do Barcelony nebo

z USA do Brazilie a do Velké
Britanie.

Ty > Jakou
oblast Zralo-
¢iho zivota
jste zkoumal
pri své védec-
ké praci?
Mnoho let
jsem na stu-
diich mapoval
rast a vék zra-
lokt v hlubo-
kych vodach
kolem Portu-
galska. V ram-
ci doktorského
studia jsem zkoumal Zraloky
odchycené v riznych ¢astech
svéta pti komer¢nim rybo-
lovu. S kolegy jsme zjistili,
Ze jsou to vétsinou mladata
a nyni lobbujeme za zptisné-
ni legislativy na jejich ochra-
nu. Také s kolegy z celé-

ho svéta vystupujeme proti
lovu Zraloku kvli ploutvim
na polévku. Ted jsme zazna-
menali velky uspéch: poda-
filo se nam posbirat pres
milion podpisu a Evrop-

ska komise bude muset resit
zakaz prodeje ploutvi z Evro-
py do Ciny. Také se vénu-

ji zkoumani podminek trans-
portu Zralokd mezi akvarii.
Dohlizim na to, aby byly pre-
suny pro zvirata co nejbez-
pecnéjsi, a snad se mi toda-
Ti: Jesté zadny zralok mi pri
presunu neuhynul.

> Co muzeme udélat, aby-
chom Zraloky neprovoko-
vali?

Vétsinou je potreba tako-
vym situacim predchazet.
Prosté neplavte a nesurfuj-
te v oblastech, kde se vysky-
tuje hodné velkych zraloka.
Napriklad na severu Brazilie.
Existuje znamy piibéh o jat-
kach v zatoce, odkud vyté-
kala spousta krve s kusy
masa. Lidé chodili do zato-
ky surfovat. Samoziejmé
tam dochazelo k velkému
mnozstvi utokd, protoze se
to tam Zraloky jen hemzilo.
Je dobré do takovych mist
nelézt.

Kdyz Zraloky filmujete
nebo fotite, obcas je krmi-
te, abyste je prildkali, musi-
te byt také opatrni: Jakmi-
le zacnou byt prilis ,rozraj-
covani“ a priplouvaji moc

blizko, je Cas vylézt z vody.
Kdyz jsem se na studiich

se zraloky potapél, naska-
kali jsme do vody a v§ude
kolem nahdzeli kusy ryb.
Béhem chvile kolem nés
byla i stovka zralokd a my
je fotili na staré jednorazo-
vé Kodaky. V urcitou chvi-
li zacali byt zraloci opravdu
hodné rozdivoceli.Presta-
li se nés bat, plavali tésné
kolem nas a my je bouchali
péstmi do ¢cumaka, ale oni
stejné nedali pokoj a neod-
plavali. To je chvile, kdy
musite rychle ven z vody,
jinak si koledujete o malér.

> Jak naopak miZeme
ochranit zraloky pired
lidmi?

Vyborna otazka. Dllezi-

té je legislativa a regula-
ce. V Evropé uz je naptiklad
zakéazané ufiznout Zralo-
kovi ploutve a télo hodit
zpét do more. Méli byste
zpracovat celé zvire. Jen-
Ze vime, Ze se to stejné dal
déje. Ne tolik jako v Asii,
ale déje: nékteré portugal-
ské a Spanélské rybarské
lodi byly chyceny policii

s ploutvemi na palubé, ale
bez tél. Je potieba zakazat
lov Zralokt kvali ploutvim,
policie musi dohlizet

na dodrzovani zakonda, sta-
ty museji udélovat pris-

né tresty. A méli bychom
lidi presvédcit, aby pre-
stali jist polévku z ploutvi
nebo kupovat mleté Zralo-
¢i chrupavky jako zézrac-
ny 1ék na rakovinu - ne,
opravdu nefunguje, zralo-
ka zbytecné zabijete a sebe
neuzdravite. KdyZ nebude-
me Zraloc¢i produkty popta-
vat, nikdo Zraloky dal lovit
nebude.

> Jaky druh Zraloka mate
nejradéji?

Asi zraloky mako. Jsou to
blizci pribuzni zraloka bilé-
ho a jsou tizasné rychli.Ziji
hodné kolem Portugalska

a praveé oni jsou nejcastéj-
$imi obétmi rybata kvali
ploutvim. Snazime se iplné
zamezit jejich lovu a zapsat
je na listinu CITES jako
ohrozeny druh. m

Zraloéim ploutvim je prikladana zazra&na moc.



Sharks don’t like human meat

"A shark rarely actually eats a bitten human body part. In 99.9% of cases, the shark bites, knows its
mistake and swims away," says Portuguese marine biologist Joao Correia, founder of the
international shark conservation organisation Flying Sharks. Even so, a shark attack can still have
fatal consequences for humans, as was shown again this year in the Egyptian resort of Hurghada.

Exactly why the attack occurred is not yet entirely clear. According to available information, the two
women who were attacked were snorkelling not far from the shore, about 500 metres apart. "The
shark that attacked the first of the women was approximately 2m long and took the victim's arm and
leg. The latter information is probably the most important. The potentially most dangerous species of
shark in the Red Sea is the tiger shark," explains RNDr. Jifi Peterka, Director of the Institute of
Hydrobiology at the Biological Centre of the CAS. The most vulnerable spot on a sea turtle is the
flippers. The shark's size of around two metres would indicate an immature, and therefore probably
inexperienced, tiger shark that mistook the snorkeler for a sea turtle and attacked its "fins". That this
was not an accidental attack but rather a feeding attack is shown not only by the loss of limbs but
also by the repetition of the attack on the other snorkeler."

Three different shark motivations

According to Jifi Peterka, there are three different motivations a shark can have for an attack.
"Probably the most common motivation is curiosity. Sharks are relatively shy animals and it is not
easy to encounter them underwater, although most people probably think the opposite. However, if
something piques their curiosity, then the only way for a shark to find out what object, creature is
struggling on the surface is for the shark to bite into it. Sharks, like us, have taste buds only in their
mouths, so they can't detect what it is except by biting. Such tasting bites are not conducted with
much vigour, as they are not intended to tear the prey." For example, artist and photographer
Michael di Rasel, also known as Diwous, who occasionally dives with sharks, has experienced a
tasting bite first-hand. "He was biting me, and then he lost interest. It was 12 stitches, but | can't
blame the shark. We humans climb into their territory and we're too much. The vast majority of the
time they don't care about us, but occasionally there's an encounter."

The second type of motivation is defense and intimidation. "Reef sharks in the genus Carcharhinus
are territorial and defend their territory. They show that a diver has entered their territory and that
they don't like it by a particular body position, a kind of contortion, as if in convulsion. If the diver
doesn't back down, an intimidating bite follows," explains hydrobiologist Peterka. If you don't know
the shark's body language and understand the clear "get out of here, this is mine", a beautiful trip to
a coral reef can go horribly wrong.

The third possible motive is to obtain food. "But a food-motivated attack is usually conducted
differently. The aim is to surprise the prey from ambush. Food-motivated bites are then vigorous and
usually quite destructive, accompanied by a sideways movement of the head to tear or rip off a piece
of meat." The two female snorkelers in Hurghada were probably considered prey by the shark and
attacked "at full speed".

It is possible to rescue an attacked person

However, the footage released in the media showing the progress of the entire attack is shocking not
in the fact that the shark attacks the woman, but because everyone just watches and no one helps
her. "The woman may not have died at all. Having lost an arm and a leg, she still had to swim to
shore where she subsequently died as a result of shock and bleeding to death. If there had been a



patrol boat at the end of the pier, or at least a tourist rescuer available, someone could have quickly
pulled her out of the water and stopped the bleeding in time. It is astonishing that hotels are not
prepared for shark attacks," says Jifi Peterka. Even if a shark attacks for the sole purpose of hunting,
it usually does not eat its prey right away. The first attack is mainly to weaken the potential prey so
that it cannot escape quickly. The shark can then wait a while until its loaded dinner has bled a little
and it can't defend itself - every predator prefers to avoid injury while hunting if it can, because
unlike us humans, it can't get surgery. And turtles, seals or sea lions can claw and bite badly.

There are nearly 50 species of sharks in the Red Sea. Most of them feed on fish and don't care much
for humans. Only a few of them could theoretically be dangerous to humans: The mako shark or the
longfin shark can attack, but both species live in the open sea and do not venture into shallow
waters. The species that are most dangerous to humans are the great white shark or bull shark and
the aforementioned tiger shark. "These are large sharks, they hunt in shallow waters and their
attacks also cause the most deaths. Tiger sharks are large and have a very varied diet: in addition to
fish, they eat turtles, dolphins, sea lions and seals. Sometimes they mistake the silhouette of a person
on a surfboard or bodyboard for a turtle or seal and bite," explains marine biologist Jodo Correia.

So are shark attacks on humans increasing? How about. Never in history have there been so many of
us and never in history have there been so many people in the seas. There are almost 8 billion of us.
When scientists started monitoring shark attacks in the 1970s, there were half as many people on
the planet as there are today! Technology and social media also play an important role: a
smartphone allows you to film a shark attack and share it instantly with the world. Until 20 years ago,
most attacks went unnoticed. The average frequency of shark attacks on swimmers in the Red Sea is
1-2 cases every two years. However, the number of tourists in the Red Sea, specifically on its
Egyptian coast, is increasing significantly. "The Red Sea destination is currently unbeatable in terms
of price/performance ratio. Nowhere is it cheaper to get a sea as warm and teeming with life, with
consistently warm and rainfall-poor weather as here, plus a four-hour flight from Europe. So there
are no more sharks, there are more tourists (globally and everywhere) and the likelihood of
encountering sharks is increasing, despite the fact that shark populations are currently among the
most declining globally, says hydrobiologist Jifi Peterka.

Marine biologists agree that the media image of sharks as human killers is very unfair. In reality, they
are very shy creatures with sensitive senses. It senses mainly electric fields and has a good sense of
smell. In the water, a shark knows about you before you know about it, and usually disappears
quickly. In fact, it is usually the shark for whom an encounter with humans is fatal: humans kill 100
million sharks a year!

We take food from sharks by overfishing, we let them die in fishing nets, and many sharks (such as
the endangered mako shark just now) die a slow and cruel death because fishermen cut off their fins
(in Asia they make soup out of them) and throw them back into the sea alive, where they die a slow
and painful death.

The shark is an important apex predator that maintains the balance of the oceans. It is an admirably
fast swimmer, its body regenerates well, and its skin has inspired a new material for Sharklet
swimwear that reduces drag when swimming and is antibacterial. And best of all, when you consider
that sharks were among the first on this planet, long before reptiles, dinosaurs and fish. And that
they haven't changed much in that time because they're apparently so perfect they don't have to.



Marine biologist Jodo Correia is the founder of Flying Sharks, an organisation that oversees the
breeding and transport of sharks in the oceanarium and enforces laws to protect sharks, especially
highly endangered species such as the mako shark.

Have you ever experienced a shark attack?

No. | got a bite on my finger, but that was my stupidity. | catch sharks and then | release them, and
I've had over 500 sharks of many different species pass through my hands in my lifetime. One time |
didn't wear gloves when taking the hook out of a shark's mouth, and it resulted in 9 stitches on my
left hand. It was a useful lesson, and I've always worn gloves ever since.

What kind of shark do you work with most often?

Mostly blue sharks. We've caught them several times for the Oceanarium in Lisbon. It's difficult to
work with them, especially in the aquarium, because when they're small they'll eat anything bigger,
and when they're big they'll eat anything smaller. Then I've also often worked with tiger sharks -
transporting them from South Africa to Lisbon and then to Madrid and Barcelona, or from the US to
Brazil and the UK.

What area of shark life have you researched in your scientific work?

For many years | have been studying the growth and age of sharks in the deep waters around
Portugal. Then, as part of my PhD, | studied sharks caught in different parts of the world in
commercial fisheries. My colleagues and | found that they were mostly juveniles and we are now
lobbying for stricter legislation to protect them. We are also speaking out with colleagues around the
world against shark fishing for fins for soup. We have now had a major success: we have managed to
collect over a million signatures and the European Commission will now have to deal with the ban on
the sale of fins from Europe to China. | am also looking into the conditions for transporting sharks
between aquariums. | make sure that the transfers are as safe as possible for the animals, and | have
succeeded: no shark has ever died during a transfer.

What can you do to avoid provoking a shark?

Most of the time, these situations need to be prevented. Just don't swim or surf in areas where there
are a lot of big sharks. For example, in the north of Brazil. There's a famous story about a
slaughterhouse in a bay with a lot of blood and chunks of meat coming out. People used to come to
the bay to surf. Of course, there were a lot of attacks there because the sharks were swarming. It's a
good idea not to go to places like that.

When filming or photographing the sharks, sometimes feeding them to attract them, you also have
to be careful: once they get too "excited" and swim too close, it's time to get out of the water. When
| used to dive with sharks in my studies, we would jump into the water and throw pieces of fish all
around. Within moments there were a hundred sharks around us and we were taking pictures of
them with old disposable Kodaks. At some point, the sharks got really wild, stopped being afraid of
us, swam right past us and we pounded their snouts with our fists, but they still wouldn't let up and
swim away. That's when you have to get out of the water fast or you're asking for trouble.

How can we protect sharks from humans?

Excellent question! Legislation and regulation is important. In Europe, for example, it is already illegal
to cut off a shark's fins and throw the body back into the sea. You should process the whole animal.
But we know that this continues to happen anyway. Not as much as in Asia, but it is happening: some
Portuguese and Spanish fishing boats have been caught by the police with fins on board but no



bodies. Shark fishing for fins needs to be banned, the police need to enforce the law, and states need
to impose severe penalties. And we should persuade people to stop eating fin soup or buying minced
shark cartilage as a miracle cure for cancer - no, it really doesn't work, you'll kill the shark
unnecessarily and you won't cure yourself. If we don't demand shark products, no one will continue
to hunt sharks.

What's your favorite kind of shark?

They're close relatives of the great white shark and they're amazingly fast. They live a lot around
Portugal and they're the most common victims of finning. We're trying to stop them being hunted
altogether and put them on the CITES list as an endangered species.

Lucie Tomanovd



